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ance, as it gave a new orientation to the existing ideas regarding
the antiquity of Indian civilization. Sir John Marshall was em-
boldened to organize further exploration of Harappa and Mohenjo-
Daro. During 1923-24 M. S. Vats, of the Archaeological Survey,
sank two long trenches at Mohenjo-Daro, revealing several distinct
strata of buildings lying one below another down to the level of the
subsoil water. During the next season the work was continued and
extended by K. N. Dikshit, who was able to clear some of the
buildings through which his own trenches had been driven, and he
recovered many antiquities, including some marvellous examples of
painted pottery and jewellery. During these two seasons the work
at Harappa was continued by Daya Ram Sahni. After these dis-
coveries Sir John Marshall was able to persuade the Government of
India to finance a more liberal scheme of excavation and ex-
ploration. In 1925-26 he undertook himself the excavations at
Mohenjo-Daro, assisted by a number of officers. The work was
started in four distinct areas, supervised respectively by Hargreaves,
Dikshit, Vats and Sir John himself. Sir John exercised also a
general control over all the excavations and was responsible for co-
ordinating the results obtained therefrom. In 1926 the work at
Mohenjo-Daro was continued by Daya Ram Sahni and E. J. H.
Mackay, and from 1927 to 1931 it was conducted by the latter.

These epoch-making discoveries opened a new vista of research.
Sind, hitherto an obscure corner of India, now engaged the atten-
tion of archaeologists all over the world. Mohenjo-Daro could not
have been the only site of the period, nor Sind the only area within
which the civilization developed, and already the discoveries at
Harappa suggested that similar cultural stations must have existed
also in the Upper Indus valley. The need for a systematic survey of
Sind, Baluchistan and the Punjab was therefore keenly felt.

In 1925-26 H. Hargreaves conducted excavations at Nal in the